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To all Miniſters aud Teachers in Churches 


and Schools, Grace, Mercy, and Peace 
| from Gov the Father, and our Lord 
Jzsuvs Cnrisr, in the Fellowſhip 


of the Hory Gnosrt; 


Dearly belbved Brethren, 


LIVE me Leave, who am the leaſt of all 


the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Love 
_ .Wherewith Gor hath loved us in his Son, 


to dedicate to you the following Treatiſe, For 


tho' I be the meaneſt Member in the Spiritual 
Body of Chriſt, (if ſo much may be allowed me) 
yet am I thereby made Partaker of the Life, Spl- 


rit, and Power reſiding in Him as ever-blefied 
| Head, If there be any thing herein conformable - 
to the Mind of our great Shepherd, and proceed- 
ing from the Energy of his Spirit, why ſhould it 


not be readily received! And if, after a true Spi- . 


ritual Trial thereof, you find any thing faulty or 
imperfect, commend it to the Mercy of our great 


Shepherd, to correct in me, by the gracious In- 
fluence of his Spirit. 5 
Ido not off r this as a Piece of great Learning. 


Indeed, the plain Truth of my Gop, ſet forth in 
its natural Luſture, and the leaſt Communication 
of his Power affecting the Heart, is infinitely more 

I IR to me, than all the Learning of this World. 


* boaſting in the Lord is this, That! 
EIN have 


x 


* 


CP) 

have betaken myſelf to that School wherein the 
higheſt M iſdom is; to know Jeſus Chriſt and him 
erucified.. And tho! I, who have ſcarce learned 
the firſt Elements thereof, have the Boldneis to re- 
peat this my I eflon in the Hearing of all, vet ought 
it not to be deem'd an Effect of Pride; but the 
Love of my Neighbour conftrameth me. 

My Soul hath been many Times grieved at the 
apparent Corruption, as of Men in general, ſo of 
our Order in particular; and more eſpecially 
when I {aw that the Fear of Man is become the 
Epidemical Diſtemper of our Teachers. When I 
reflect on the one hand, with what Spirit, with 
what Joy, with what undaunted Courage and 
Boldnets the antient Servants of Gow ſet afide all 
Regard of Man, and delivered, as the Ambaſſadors 
«i the Lord, their Meflage fully and plainly, tho' it 


ex poſed them to the evident Hazard of their Lives; 


and on the other, how gently and ſoftly we go 
about it now, and how little we manifeſt the Truth 
o the Conſcience of every Man: When J, more- 


. "over, confidered, how much they ſuffered with 


Cbriſt their Lord, for the Sake of their Teſtt- 
mony; and how the moſt of us take Care to 


preach ſo ſmoothly, as not to incur the leaſt Sha- 
dow of their Sufferings, the Difference between 


us and them appear'd ſo exceeding great, that 1 


could not but be aſtoniſhed at it. 2 3134 
Brethren, I ſpeak with Plainneſs and Simpl- 


eity. When our Lord and Mafter was in the 


World, he was {o far from defiring the Riches, 
Honours, or Pleaſures of it, that he was indeed the 
pooreft and moſt deſpiſed among Men; entirely 


ipending all the Days of his Humihation, in pro- 


curing our Salvation. And 'tis He that tells us, 


Mhoſoever doth not bear his Crofs and come after 


me, cannot be my Diſciple. We therefore ought 
nial 


do be ſo many ſhining Lights, by our hearty 


„ 


in the Aſſiſtance of our Neighbours. But if, on 
the contrary, we ſeek worldly Things, then we 
depart from our glorious Pattern; neither is there 


as our Minds are not wholly conformable to the 
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nial of all-the Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures of 
this World ; and by employing our Lives entirely» 


any thing that doth more effectually deprive us of 
the Bleſſing of Gop upon our Calling. For ſure 
it is, the more we are concern'd for Honour, Pro- 
fit, or Eaſe, the leſs ſhall we be concern'd to pro- 
mote the Good of our Neighbour. And as long 


Mind of our Frear Shepherd, it 1s impoſſible he 
ſhould be well pleas'd with us; for He trieth the 
Hearts and Reins. On the contrary, did we de- 
fire nothing in the World, we ſhould not fear 
It. * | 
Did we duly conſider, that there is a Day before 
us, when we muſt give Account to the great Biſhop 
of our Souls, whether, according to his Example, 
we have had nothing elſe in our Eye but the Sal- 
vation of Mankind; thould we not apply ourſelves 
to our Duty with another kind of Fervour than 
we have hitherto done? Should we not more effec- 
tually clear ourſelves from all Suſpicion of either 


| fearing or defiring any thing in this World ? 


Should we not be more earneſt to admoniſh every 
one in particular? Should we not wreſtle more in 
our Prayers for them ? Should we not, as ſoon as 
any good Defire appear'd in any, more readily 
lend him our 1 Hand, that the Spark of 
Grace might be blown up into a Flame? Should 


not our outward Converſation be more holy, and 


conſequently more edifying? Verily, my Bre- 
thren, I fear we have Reaſon to be aſhamed, 


when we read what one ſaith, © A Chriſtian 


* ought to be ſo enkindled and all- flaming with 
+ Divine Love, and, both inwardly and outwardly, 
4 fo conformable to Gop, that whenever any one 
; * 8 5 * came 


(ime): 

« came to him, he might hear nothing from him 
« but GOD: And his Heart and Mind ought to 
* be ſo fix'd on him by burning Love, and ſo 
&« ready in all Things faithfully to obey his Will, 
& that ſuch as viſited him, tho' with cold and luke-- 
% warm Hearts, might be heated, and ſet on Fire 
« by him: As we ſee cold and dead Coals are 
% kindled, when they are put to glowing ones.” 

I have opened my Mouth, my Brethren, and ad- 
dreſt you with the Simplicity of a Child, and am 
very willing to appear mean in your Eyes; only 
_ deſpiſe not the Truth, which is not mine, but my 

Lord's and Saviour's, I am not aſhamed to ac- 
| knowledge, that I count not myſelf to be * 

hended, or to be already penfett. But this I ſay, 

(my Conſcience bearing me witneſs in the Holy 

Ghoſt, which alſo the Righteous Judge will te- 
ſtify for me at the great Day) that ſince I have 
found Grace in the Eyes of. my Lord to perceive 

my own Mitery, and the narrow Way to eſcape 

from it, all my Thoughts and Endeavours have 
been bent, in the Faithfulneſs of my Heart, to 
continue therein, to purſue it more eagerly Day 
by Day, and, as far as poffible, to direct all Men 
to it. I neither deſpiſe nor envy any of you that 

are of the ſame Function with me. Nay, I 
know many among you to whom I think myſelf 
unworthy to do the meaneſt Service. ButI know 
many likewiſe, whoſe Converſation is not at all 
conformable to the Pattern Chriſt hath ſet us. 

And for theſe I heartily pray, that Gop would 

ſhew them the Things that belong to their ever- 
laſting Peace. Neither is my Heart in the leaſt 
incens'd againft them that moſt unjuſtly ſlander 
and reproach me: But I compaſſionate them, 
ſince we muſt all one Day appear before the ſame 
Judge. For my Part, I cannot call Black White; 
nor take him for a Follower of Chriſt; and a Pat- 

| tern 


f 


the World cannot give. 


(vi) 1 


: tern of his Flock, in whom I find nothing of the 


Mind that was in Chriſt. 

If any Thing hath been vouchſafed to me, it is 
this, (wherein I heartily rejoice) that I have been 
made, tho” in a very low Degree, Partaker of the 
Sufferings of Chriſt, And it is the greateſt Com- 
fort to me, that the Men of this World ſpeak all 
manner of Evil of me e ee. me with Cen- 
ſures and Accuſations, the Groundleſſneſs whereof 


Let us all, my Brethren, think of this great 


the Lord will diſcover at that Day. 


Day, and ſo even our Accounts againſt it, that we 


may then appear with Joy and Confidence: Let 
us caſt away all Care, but this only. Let us drop 
all unprofitable Conteſt; and, with united Hands, 
carry on the Work of the Lord, being heartily 
glad to ſee his Glory advanced, be it by ourſelves 
or others. And I beſeech Gop, from the Bottom 
of my Heart, to influence you all with a rich 
Meaſure of his Holy Spirit, to ſanctify you to 
himſelf, and to pour his tranſcendent Bleſſing 
upon all your RN and Watering. The Spi- 
rit of Love and of Truth keep all your Hearts, 
and lead them into the Fellowſhip of Jeſus Chriſt, 


who alone is able to give that true Peace, which 


* 


| Auguſt Herm. Franc. 
O. 26, | : 
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S Of the Nature and Cauſes of the Fear of New. Dy 
2 . EHE Fear of Man, in Things 


AF, pertaining to God, is a moſt hei- 
„nous Vice, and a kind of Ido- 
e latry, whereby we think, god 
or do ſome Evil, or decline thin 
2 ing, ſpeaking, . or doing ſome 
: Good, out of ſome ſort of Conſi- 
* D deration of Men, or Apprehen- 
fon of theis Diſpieaſure. Now the more there is of 
this Fear ſtill cleaving to Believers, the more WT ax 
is the Condition of their Souls; 
The Cauſes hereof are either Internal or External, 
The Internal are chiefly theſe : 
1. Unbelief, which is the Root of all Vices. D'S 
2. The Love of the World, and the Things of the 
World, and the want of Self-denial ; ; which .nakes us 
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| fear Men would prejudice us in our Reputation, Eſtate, 


o Eaſe, if we — followed the Word of God. 
3. Falſe Humility, which is ſway' d more by the 
Abe of Men, than by the Word of God, and 


prompts us to refer all 2 to the Judgment of v_ 
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4. An eager Deſire of viſible Succeſs in all our Un: 

_ dertakings ; 3 Whereas we ought to reſt ſatisfied with an 
inward Victory; that is, with having kept a good Con- 
ſcience toward God. 

5. Want of Experience in the Ways of God, which 
makes us heſitate in difficult Caſes, and indiſpoſes the 
Soul to rely upon God, fearing leaſt he ſhould let us 
fail or miſcarry in them, or that it would be Preſump- 
tion and Tempting of God, to caſt ourſelves wholly 
upon him. This proceeds from our not having ſuffi- 
ciently learn'd, how dear they are to God that entirely 
truſt in him ; and what powerful Aſſiſtance he affords, 

to accompliſh his own Work in them, 
6. Neglect of Prayer, which not only prevents our 
Obtaining a full Conqueſt over the Fear of Man, bu 
likewiſe drives us down Ow into the Stream of 
Hypocriſy, 

The External Cauſes are chiefly theſe: 

1. The Tyranny of Men in Power, who, under Prez 


tence of preſerving the Publick Peace, fetter the Con- 
_ ſciences both of Teachers and Hearers. 


2. The Forwardneſs of our Univerſities in dubbing 
of Hereticks : For they no ſooner perceive any break- 
Ings forth of true.Chriſtianity, but they are ſure, out of 
their great Zeal, to caſt a Slur upon it, by giving it an 


ill Name. 


3. The Examples and {| pecious Reaſonings of thoſe, = ö 


who are bound down by the Fear of Man. 


4. Wife and Children, that by their importunate 
Way of arguing and unbelieving Tattle and Clamour, 
weary out, and overcome many. 

5. The Eſteem we have already gain'd i in the World. 
Thoſe eſpecially who are in any eminent Poſt, find it 
hard to give up their darling Reputation, and ſuffer Re- 
proach with the People of God. 

6. Tod great Intimacy with the Children of this 
World, particularly with great and honourable Men, 


who, under Pretence of hearty Love and Kindnble,: are 
always cautioning us not to venture too far. 


. Laſtly, The Neglect of frequent an Fe with 
due * Who walk in the Power of Faith. : 
CHA P. 
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070 the $; igns yOu 2 * i the Fear of Man. 


Fearful Man is not eaſily 3 of the 
Truth; and tho' it be laid before him with 
the cleareſt Evidence, yet he ſtarts many Doubts - 


and Scruples about it, left, if he ſhould confeſs it too 


roundly, he ſhould be hated, perſecuted, or reputed 2 
Heretick. | 

2. He is never ſo buſy in ſtarting Objections, as in 
Caſes that moſt tend to the Glory of God. 

3. When he is convinced of the Truth, he will not 
confeſs it befere Men; or if he do, tis only among 
the Lovers of Truth. But before the Enemies there- 
of, he conceals or denies it, or talks ſo dubiouſly about 
it, as to leave them uncertain whether he believes it 


or no; at leaſt he takes Care ſo to order his Words, 


as to be able always to give them a handſome Tum, 5 
and fo be able to come off without Trouble. If he lives 
in a Place where Truth is profeſs'd, he owns it open- 
mouth'd ; but if he comes to another Place, he Ads 
many Difficulties i in the Point, ſo that he reſolves to halt 
between both, and leave it undetermined, | 

4. When he finds he cannot avoid owning the Truth. 
yet he takes Care ſo to limit and pinch it, that it may 
appear tolerable even to the Enemies of Truth. 

5. A fearful Man will at laſt break out into an a- 
vowed Confeſsion of Truth; but it is when he finds 
himſelf well back'd with human Authority; that is, 
when a, Perſon of unſpotted Reputation, and great 
Learning, hath aſſerted the ſame before him. Accor- 
dingly he is more careful to arm himſelf with a fine 
'Train of Human Teſtimonies, than with the Word of 


_ God itſelf ; and thinks he has a Right ſo to do, becauſe 


he ſees that the chearful Confeſſors of Truth have ſome-- 


times ſtopp'd the Mouths of their ſhameloſs Adverſaries 
with 1 ee EY | 
1 N 3 . Wnen a. 


CY 
6. When ſome good Work is to be done, he doth 
not undertake it with a ſimple Reliance on the living 
God: But when he finds good Patrons on his Side, he 
at laſt ſets about it. Vet when he ſees the Storm ariſe, 
and the Waves beat, he gives Way, and ſo loſes all he 
had gained. N | 
7. He always finds ſomething to blame in the Be- 
haviour of faithful Labourers. Sometimes he fears 
they go too far. Sometimes, finding nothing to tax 
in the Thing itſelf, he blames the Manner of doing 
it. When he finds nothing elſe to cavil at, he cries, 
the Work is not well timed : Thus he always ſees 
ſome Fault; tho', indeed, there is none but his own 
want of Faith. _ | 


8. He is very apt to believe any falſe Reports againſt J 


the faithful Children of God; and, becauſe his own 
Heart fails, he is very forward in warning them to 
take heed to themſelves ; thus, by his Prudence, damp- 

ing and ſtifling the Chearfulneſs of their Faith 
9. He does not love that a Miniſter ſhould make too 

plain and particular an Application of his Sermons, or 
new too great Earneſtneſs in h., Function, or Profeſ- 
ſion of Chriſtianit . 8 

10. A fearful Man is eaſily mov'd to Envy; eſpe- 
cially when he ſees thoſe that are young acting chear- 
fully in Faith; and cries, That is none of his Buſi- 
s neſs, but muſt be left to thoſe of more Knowledge and 
. ˙ . | F 
II. He either himſelf expoſes as Preſumptuous, 
Stubborn, Self-conceited, Proud and Phariſaical, thoſe. 
Who, with a free and Child-like Spirit, break thro” all 

Oppoſition : Or, at leaſt, fits on the Bench when they 
are thus condemned, and conſents to the unjuſt Sen- 


tence pronounced againſt them, n 
12. A fearful Miniſter reproves common People bold- 
ly ; but when he is to ſpeak to great and honourable. 
Perſons, his Mouth is gagg'd. TT ag | 

13. The Pulpit is a fearful Preacher's ſtrong Hold; 
But when he is to ſpeak Face ta Face, and to bear 
Witneſs to the Truth, by ſaying, Thou art the Man; 
- en he is very ſupple and complaiſant. 
8 | 14. When 
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14. When he hears prophane, looſe, or fooliſh Talk - 
ing, he holds his Tongue; and when it comes from 
Great Men, he graces it with a Smile. 

15. Above all Things, a Fearful Man cannot abide 
to be ſingular. 

16. Sometimes he defires to do ſomething to the 
Glory of God; but he ſoon confronts the Thought 


with“ What will People ay? ?** And then fairly drops 


it. 


| 17. He cautiouſly ſnuns frequent and familiar Con- 
verſation with the Members of Chriſt that are deſpiſed 


by the World. Or, if he be willing to converſe with 


them by Night and in ſecret, yet he cares not to ap- 


pear with them in publick. He rather appoints ſome 
certain Place ty meet them, where it may not be taken 
notice of. 

18. A Fearful Preacher makes it his Bufineſs in his 
publick Diſcourſes, to bring in ſomething againſt En- 
thuſiaſm and Fanaticiſm ; and then he thinks he may 


venture to ſpeak the Truth; which is true enough, For 


the World takes it for granted, that he means it as they 
apprehend it, that is, as ſpoken againſt thoſe on whom 


they falſely beſtow thoſe Names. : 
19. A Fearful Man rejoiceth for a Time, while the 


Light of Truth ſhiges upon him; but as ſoon as he is 
called to Account for it, he is fore afraid, makes man 
Excuſes, and by all manner of Shifts and Evaſions, 
endeavours to extricate himſelf, and to get rid of che 
Suſpicion of it. 


20. Inſtead of reproving his Neielibowr, he fays; 


e God is ſo merciful, that he does not doubt but He 


& will himſelf reclaim him in due Time.” 


21. When he is to preſs the Inward Truth of Chri- 


ſtianity, he ſays, © It is too high for them: If he 
is to enforce any thing of Outward Behaviour, he ac- 
counts it a little Thing; or elſe on We muſt not 
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Of the M. chufi alt by the Fear of Man, 


ANY Thouſands of Souls are thereby kept 
back from a true Converſion ; becauſe they 
dare not ſuffer the Knowledge of the Truth to ſhine 
upon them in its full del. but hold it impriſon'd, 3 
as it were, by manifold Shifts and Pretences. : ö 
2. Many who are already converted are hereby hin- ; 
dered from Growth in Holineſs, as they deprive them- 4 
ſelves of many Opportunities (which they greatly need) 7 
to ſtrengthen and edify themſelves in God; for this ; 
Fear makes them avoid the Converſation of thoſe who 
are moſt able: to build them up in the Faith, and run 
into many other Sins againft the Dictates of their own 
Conſcience, 
Again, as a free a ready Confeſſion of the Truth, 
| highly advances a Man in Faith and Love; fo the de- 
nying or hiding it, keeps him quite down, nad hinders 
him from attaining the Power of the Spirit. Many 
know not what the Reaſon is, why they advance ſo 
flowly in ſpiritual Growth. It is plainly this, the Fear 
of Man, lurking within, eats out the Vigour and Acti- 
vity of the Life of Grace. God, tis certain, does in- 
| finitely abound in Mercy, and would willingly every 
Day pour out new Bleſlings upon us. But a fearful Man 
35 not receptive of them. He doth not act in Singleneſs 
of Heart. He dares not truſt God, and God therefore | 
cannot fill him with the Fulneſs of his Graces. 

3. When Miniſters, in particular, are unable to o- 
vercome the Fear of Man, they grow dejected and 
heartleſs in the Diſcharge of their Function, and ſcarce 
know themſelves what or How they ought to ſpeak. 

They become liſtleſs in all their Performances: So 
3 the moſt excellent Gifts which God has beſtow- 
: n them, become altogether fruitleis ; and what 
| Glades * have been done is either never attempted, 
| or 
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or left unfiniſhed. Indeed it cannot be e ed that 
any one enſlaved to this Fear, ſhould ever, by his cold 
Endeavours, thoroughly reform any Abuſe of Jong Conti- 
nuance. The Fear of Man is always for maintaining 
old Cuſtoms: And while every one is afraid of Inno- 
vation, Abuſes are authoriz'd more and more, and all 
Things proceed from bad to worſe. 

And tho' there were Two or more ſuch Miniſters in 
the ſame Place, they will perform nothing worthy of 
their Calling; nay, the one hindereth the other from 
the faithful Diſcharge of his Paſtoral Duty: Yea, it 
would be better for many to have for their F 1 
bourer, one that was openly wicked, who might 
haps, by his Enormities, more readily force the T — 
from them, than a timerous Nicodemus, who by ſhunning 
it himſelf, teaches them to ſhun the Light. 

And ſuch as the Miniſter ! is, ſuch are commonly the 
Hearers. If he therefore be afraid, how will his Hearers 
be ever excited to a true Chearfulneſs of F aith ? And 
thoſe of them, who, by the Grace of God, are freed 
from this baſe Bondage, can never have any Confidence 
In their Teacher, till he is diſengaged from that ſervile 
Spirit. Many Miniſters wonder why the true Children 
of God-have 90 little Confidence in them: Not conſi- 
dering this plain Reaſon of it, that their Flock never 
ſaw in them the leaſt Proof of a good Shepherd, who 
readily expoſes himſelf to any "Og yea, /ays down 
his Life for his Sheep. 

Such Servants as theſe God wall 5 fail, in due Time, 
to crown with Succeſs. He will manifeſt his Glory in 
them, and make bare his Arm before them. But there 
is nothing of all this, where Unbelief hath gained Ad. 
mittance, and where the Honour due to God from and 
before all Men, is not undauntedly render d to him. 
For a fearful Man truſts God no farther than his own _ 
poor Reaſon carries him. When any thing croſſes that, 
he preſently giveth way; and therefore, wanting the 
Courage of a lively Faith, he can never behold the 
Glory of God. 

4. When the Well-wiſhers to "Ribs: ſee thoſe 
Who know the Truth, or 73 leaſt * to do ſo, Ho 
war 


. 
ward in owning it, they are not a little encouraged to 
Pay the Hypocrite themſelves, inſtead of freely and 
boldly avowing their Maſter. And it often happens, 
that by the Fearfulneſs of one eminent Man, 'Thon- 
ſands are infected with the Spirit of Hypocriſy and. 
 Difiimuſation.' | e Ag 3 
5. On the other hand, when tke Adverſaries of 
Truth, fee them that love it, ſhun the Light, it 
Rrengthens them in their bad Cauſe ; concluding, that 
ff they were in the right, they would have no need to- 
fear. And as, if you reſiſt the Devil, he will flee from 
von; fo the Reverſe is full as true. The more you 
fear, and pive way to the Devil and his Inftruments, 
the more will they purſue and preſs upon you. | 
6, In a word, the Fear of Man 1s tlie general 
Bane both of City and Country. Our Superiors 
would appomt good Miniſters and Magiſtrates ; but 
hey fear diſpleaſing this or the other Man, or Set of 
Men. They who ſhould ſpeak when a wicked Mini- 
ter is ordain'd, or Officer recommended, hold their 
Tongues thro' Fear. In the Courts of Judicature, this 
Fear prevents Juſtice, condemns the Innocent, clears the 
Guilty, bereaves Widows and Orphans of their Right, 
and leaves the Injured and Oppreſs d without Remedy. 
And what does it profit a Man who is himſelf a Slave 
to this Fear, that he is ſenſible of the general Cor- 
ruption ? It only expoſes him to the more Pain, 
Being unwilling to break either with the World or 
God, he is look'd upon as an unfaithful Steward by 
both; and he endures far more Trouble and Anxiety, 
than the breaking thro' with a ready Preſenee of Faith 
would have coſt him. He finds no joyful, filial Aſ- 
ſurance in Prayer. The Word of God has no Reliſh 
with him. He never attains to the true Communion 
of Saints; and when he ſhould comfort and ſtrengthen 
others, by exhorting them in the Power of God, he 
rather drives them to fear, and quenches the Holy 
Spirit in them. Thus he goes on without any Spiri- 
tual Experience, contenting hiniſelf with the bare Let- 
ter and Shadows of Chriſtianity, and a few ſounding 
Words; but being in the mean time void of in | 
| | | ez 


1 . 

Life, of Spirit and Power, and fo falling at laſt thts 
a State of carnal Security, he carries others alſo along 
with him, often to the utter denying the Truth, and 
precipitating himſelf into final Deſtruction, 
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Of the Excuſes that are ufually made for the Fear 56 
| an. 


S ſoon as we begin with true Humility to ac- 
knowledge the Fear of Man as a great and moſt 
heinous Evil, and accordingly to watch and pray, and 
ftrive againſt it, there is Hope we may overcome: But 
there are very few who will acknowledge it ; the very 
moſt, and when charged therewith, labour to hide it 
with various Excuſes ; ſome of which are ſo ſpecious, 
that they blind the Eyes of many, ſo that they approve 
their Conduct, and praiſe their Saying. 5 
1. © Should I act thus, I ſhould ſoon be called to 
& an Account for it.“ Well; but ſnhould this hinder 
a faithful Servant from executing his Maſter's Orders 
with all Sincerity ? * But I ſhall be put to Charges 
« and Trouble, nay perhaps be turn'd out of my 
« Livelihood.“ Perhaps not; God is well able to 
protect thee. But if Trouble do overtake thee, ftill 
have Faith in God, and thou ſhalt not be a Loſer for 
his Sake. God is a faithful Lord and Maſter, e 
it only thy Care to be a faithful Servant. Whatever 
Thou loſeft in his Cauſe, He will reſtore it to Thee 
an hundred Fold. Happy art thou when thou ſuffereſt 
for Conſcience Sake. Tha' Man caſt thee off, God 
will take thee up. But if thou art unwilling to loſe thy 
Place for the Sake of a good Conſcience, it is plain thou 
ſerveſt thy Belly, and not God, 2 
2g. But I have a Wife and Children to take Care 
4 of,” Here then what thy Lord ſaith unto thee, 
% He that loveth Father or Mother, Son or Daughter, 
« more me, is not worthy of me.“ True it is, 
n „ 
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that he who provideth not for his own Houſe, hath 


denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel. But 
God's Honour muſt not ſuffer one Jot under Pretence of 
providing for thy Family, Thou may'ſt not, on 
that Pretence, go out of the Way of the Commandment 
to the Right-hand or to the Left. Thou muſt nei- 
ther do leſs or more, than if thou hadſt none; only 


learn what that meaneth, © Seek ye the Kingdom of C 


and his mung, and all theſe Tags xt be added 
20 Jou. > 

3. But we muſt not pull down Soferiogs upon 
*« our own Heads, or wilfully run into them.“ Nei- 


ther muſt thou be afraid of Suffering: As long as this I 


Flinching from the Croſs is in thie, thy Faith is mot 


right. When a good Thing cannot be done without 


Suffering, thou art abſolutely bound to take it up. 
*Tis better to ſuffer All Things, than to have an evil 
Conſcience. Trouble not thyſelf, but do Thou hear- 


tily the Will of God. He will not lay upon Thee 


more than Thou art able to bear. Thou repreſenteſt 
Things to thyſelf worſe than indeed they now are. 
'Thou art afraid of Men : But glorify the Lord God in 
thy Heart, and they will be afraid of thee... 

8 Wuy, we do what we can.“ Thou canſt not 


do any thing of thyſelf; Chriſt alone doth all that is 


good in and by Thee. But who can boaſt that he 
does as much as the Spirit of Chriſt enables him to 
do ? He that weighs all Things well, muſt needs ac-, 
knowledge, he cannot anſwer to God for the many 
'Things he hath omitted, which he might have over- 
come by the Power of F aith, and which will appear 
in Judgment againſt him. At the Beginning, very 
little appears poſſible; but if we go on boldly relying 
upon God, we ſhall find ourſelves ſupported in doing 
greater Things, yea, able to do all Things thro) Chriſt 
abo flrengtheneth us. 


5. If ſuch as are leading Men, who ought te 


e be foremoſt in all good Undertakings, would but 


break the Ice, we 8 readily follow them; but 
we don't care to be the fiſt Beginners, as if we were 


« better than them.“ Do as à Servant that carries the 
: JOY 


% ̃ 7 
Torch before his Maſter, and yet does not think him 
ſelf better than his Maſter. The Kingdom of God 
did not come firſt to the Men of the firſt Rank, or to 
them who made the greateſt Figure in the World. 
When thou art to receive thy Reward, wilt thou re- 
fuſe to receive it, till thy Superior be paid firſt? In 


Me IN 


6. But J am no Minifter, I have no Buſineſs to take 

| & Care of Men's Souls.” NO! Art thou not a 
$3 Chriſtian (tho? not a Miniſter) and is it not the Buſi- 
neſs, the bounden Duty of every Chriſtian, to endea- 
vour to bring his Neighbour back into the right Way, 
whenever he ſees him wandering in Vice and Deluſion ? 
Is not every Chriſtian Oxe anointed with the Spirit of 
Chriſt ? who, conſequently, is bound to tread in his 
Steps, by making his whole Lite one continued En- 
deavour to ſave all Men from the Wrath to come? 

: Thou mayeſt not, indeed, take upon thee to adminiſter 
* the'Sacraments, to caſt out of the Church, or receive 
the Penitent into it again; theſe are the peculiar Of- 
fices of thoſe who are ſo called of God as was Harun: 

But thou muſt, at the Peril of thy Salvation, follow the 
Example of Chriſt as well as they, Thou, as well as 
they, muſt obſerve all the Laws of God ; eſpecially 
that of doing Good unto all Men. Spiritual Good a- 
bove all; fince it is not to Miniſters alone, but to all 
Men that he hath ſaid, Thou /balt in anywiſe rebuke 

« thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin pon him. 

7. However we muſt uſe Prudence.“ True; but 
there are two Sorts of it : One, that is from above, 
the other from beneath. The former of theſe is un- 
reproveable, and a moſt precious Gift of the moſt High. 

But that which is from beneath hath the Appearance 
indeed of Wiſdom, but is Earthly, Senſual, Deviliſh, 
Fr 
| eg» the 


5 | E 
me Eyes, there the Foundation of it is already laid. 
Where Faith is weak, there ſhe raiſes herſelf ; when 


Love grows cold, then ſhe is ſtrong. She informs us 


how to pleaſe God, without diſpleaſing the World; to 
follow Chriſt, and yet avoid the Croſs. As long as 
the Kingdom of God conſiſts in Words only, ſhe 


2 
- 
4 


cannot utter all ſhe has to ſay, But when it is to be 


demonſtrated in Power, then ſhe has Recourſe to many 
Evaſions, and cautions others (out of hearty Good- 
will not to venture too far. Then ſhe jumbles Light 
and Darkneſs together; ſhe ſhifts and turns every Way 
to keep the Croſs from her Shoulders. She ſwims 


with the Stream, and cares not to converſe with thoſe 
who ſuffer Reproach for Chriſt's Sake. She keeps 


on indeed the Appearance of Godlineſs as long as poſ- 


ſible, and yet holdeth her Tongue where the Children 


of God are condemned; nay, ſometimes joins in pro- 
nouncing their Sentence. | She does much Evil that 
Good may come of it. But who is able to deſcribe all 
the Face of this horrible Monſter, which is come up out 
of the Bottomleſs Pit? Tis true, we muſt uſe Pru- 


dence ; but conſider well which fort of Prudence thou 


wilt uſe. Yea, ſet thyſelf before this Glaſs, that thou 


mayeſt know by which of theſe thou haſt ſquared thy 


Life and Actions hitherto, 

8. © But we muſt ſtay alittle ; another Time may 
«© do better: We may do more Good by a little De- 
4 lay.” Where has God given thee Leave to delay 
till the next Moment, what may be done at this? To 
let ſlip an Opportunity, in order to reſerve thyſelf far 
ſome more favourable Time? St Paul bids us Redeem 
the Time, or (more exactly according to the Greek ) buy 
up every Opportunity, 1. e. lay hold of it, as foon as 
ever it offers. Reſerving thyſelf for a more convenient 
Seaſon, proceeds purely from falſe Prudence. This 
Reſerve accuſtoms thee to Hypocriſy ; it continually 
ſtrengthens the Fear from which it flows, and will hin- 


der thee from ever meeting with an Opportunity to ex- 


ert the true Power of Faith. - 
9. © To undertake a Thing, without being able to 


; affect it, does more Hurt than Good; therefore tis 
D : I. - better 


bk Hope. 


) 


es better not to begin.” Thou doſt well to compute 


the Charge of building before thou beginneſt to build 
the Tower. But whence wilt thou procure the Charge? 
From thy own Ability? No; that can never reach it. 
gin thy Work with full Reliance upon God, and 


Aue Supplies from Almighty Goodneſs and Wiſ- 


dom; and, by this Means, thou wilt be enabled to ac- 
compliſh, at his Coſt, the Work once begun, 5 

Pr if God, for holy Reaſons, ſhould nat proſper thy 
 Endeavours, it will be a Comfort to thee that thou 
haſt done thy Part; and thy Conſcience will be more 
eaſy, than if thou hadſt diſtruſted God, and ſo never 
ſet about it. Perhaps he trieth thee hereby, and the“ 
it has not ſucceeded now, it may at another Time. 
Perhaps thy very Endeavours may ſtir up many to an 
Imitation of thy Zeal. But if thou ſhouldſt be diſap- 
pointed in all thy good Purpoſes, ſnouldſt thou con- 


clude, that thy Work of Love had been in vain? 


' Examine thyſelf, whether thy Deſire of open Succeſs 


nin all Things, be not the Effect of great Pride lurk- 


ing within? Be thou ſatisfied with the Inward Victory, 
a a true Chriſtian can never be deprived of; which con- 
Sts in t 


10. „But we can't do all at once.” Thou unpro- 
fitable Servant, ſhouldſt thou therefore bury thy Ta- 
lent in a Napkin, and do nothing at all? Thou know- 


eſt not what thou canſt do, or rather, what God can do 


by thee. If thou wilt but lay aſide the Fear of Man, 


and ſet out boldly in his Strength, God is able to do for 


and by thee exceeding abundantly, above all that thou 
Canſt ask or think. : | 


11.“ However, we ought to go fair and ſoftly to 


e work, and to do what Good we can, confiderately 


and by Degrees Ay, this is ſomething indeed, 


If we could but perſuade the Devil to go fair and 


ſoſtly too ! But, alas ! he walketh about like à roaring 


( Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour, What haſt thou 
| then to do, but to re/i/t him ſtedfuſt in the Faith, and 
to preſs on in the Power of the Holy Ghoſt} The 
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but Time, and he will not loſe a Moment. And the 


Blood of thoſe whom thy Softlineſs hath deftroy'd, will 
God require at thy Hands, — _— 
12. But an Edge too ſharp is eaſily turn'd,”* If 
thou would infer hence, That we ſhould not contend 
earneſtly for the Faith; that it is not always good to 


ö be zealouſly affected in a good thing; or that we may 


ſometimes hide our Zeal, wink at the Faults of our 


Neighbours, or otherwiſe diſſemble with them: this 


is all falſe Prudence; this is directly contrary to the 
Croſs of Chriſt. It is but juſt that we ſhew Love and 


- Meekneſs towards all Men; eſpecially when we de- 


clare to them the overflowing Kindneſs of God. But 
at the ſame Time we muſt uſe all poſſible Earneſtneſs, 


leſt our Love be made a Cloak for Wickedneſs. And 


whenever we do not, Unbelief and the Fear of Man 
are at the Bottom of our Hearts; however we labour 
by theſe ſpecious Words to excuſe our being neither hot 
nor cold. ; „ e ee 
13. “ But it is viſible what great Diſorders ariſe 


% when People are too forward Nis very poſsible 


that young and unexperienced Chriſtians, may at firſt 


make ſome falſe Steps. And this Mote in their Eye, 


you preſently diſcern; nay, and perhaps triumph over 
them. Take heed to thyſelf: We ought to bear with 


the Faults of Beginners, with great Gentleneſs and 


compaſsionate Love: And if we think ourſelves more 


knowing than they, to ſet them right in the Spirit of 


Meekneſs. But God looks not on Things with thy 
Eyes. There is a vaſt Difference between one that is 
ſtill ſpiritually dead, and one that has recovered Life 
from God, tho? he is ſtill weak and encompaſs'd with 


Infirmity. Thou who art ſtronger, draw not back 


becauſe he is weak. Break Thou thyſelf thro* thoſe 
Impediments, which he could not ; and ſhew others by 
thy Example, how to ſerve God with more Purity and 
14. By too open a Declaration, we may hinder' 

& a great deal of Good that otherwiſe might be done; 
« nay, over-turn all: Whereas, by a prudent conceal- 
* ing of ourſelves, we may do a great deal of Ser- 
ED | | * mor" 
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EE 
„ vice. This is nothing but another Piece of falſe 


have really converted to God, yet will not in any one 
Particular vigorouſly break thro' Oppoſition, for 
Fear of overturning All.” All! why thou haſt never 
yet built up any thing, which can be overthrown. 
But if God hath done ſome Good by Thee already, 
then I doubt not but he will do more. There ſhalf 
* not any Man be able to ſtand before Thee all the 
Days of thy Life.“ © I will not fail thee nor for- 
fake thee, is his Promiſe to thee and all his Ser- 
vants. And with this Promiſe every true Servant of 
God may bid Defiance to all the World. Remember, 
to him that knoweth to do Good, and doth it not, to 
him it is Sin,” Let us but follow this Rule with 
$ Singleneſs of Heart, and reſign to God the Care of 
what is to come. For no Good can ever be better ad- 
vanced, than when one Wedge drives another; and we 
daily grow more bold, in heartily promoting the Cauſe 
of Chriſt, and the Good of his Church. | 
| 15. © But we muſt have a care of getting an ill 
« Name; for then we ſhould do no Good at all.” 
This is the grand Excuſe for the Fear of Man, and 
it is at the Bottom of almoſt all the reſt, This is 
what the Men of Prudence never fail to urge in their 
Defence; and in this they ſuppoſe themſelves impreg- 
nable. If I get an ill Name, I can do no Good.” 
Haſt thou learnt this in the Word of God? Hath 
Chrift taught thee thus? Saith he not, Bleſed are je 
when Men fhall hate you, and when they ſpall ſepa- 
rate you from their Company; yea «vhen they ſpall re- 
. proach 


f prudence: For tho” *tis true that an Underſtanding 
Man finds a Time for Silence as well as for Speaking; 
yet a true Chriſtian ought to truſt in God, that He 
d will ſo far bleſs the Good he aims at, as that no other 
good Undertaking will be hindered by it. If thou haſt 
not this ſtedfaſt Confidence in God, the Devil will be | 
F ſure to delude Thee at Pleaſure ; always repreſenting | 
T ſuch Phantoms, as will make thee let go what thou 1 
8 haſt in thy Hand, to catch at a Shadow. | | 
} 'Tis matter of Wonder that there are many, who | 
tho they can't name ſo much as one Man whom they | 
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S$roach you, and caſt out your Name as Evil, fir the | 
Sox of Man's Sake," - Behold your Reward is great in 
Heawen ; for in like manner did their Fathers unto the 
Prophets, Wo unto you when all Men fhall ſpeak well 
of you; for fo did their Fathers to the falſe Prophets. 
To perſuade- Men therefore that the Reproach of 


Chriſt is an Hindrance to the Courſe of the Goſpel, F 


zs a true Fetch of the Devil's, by which he endeavours 
to make void the Croſs of Chriſt: Whereas, on the 
contrary, every one of us muſt moſt certainly believe 
that he can do nothing at all to the Purpoſe, ſo long as 
he refuſes to wear this Badge of Chriſt, 
Ves; thou thinkeſt in thy Heart, by my being 
« reſerved, and not expoſing myſelf, ſome may be 
won.“ Thou wilt only make Hypocrites like thy- 
ſelf ; Men that are vainly puffed up by a little Know- 
ledge, and yet aſhamed of Chriſt and his Word, 
ang unwilling to ſuffer any Perſecution for the Croſs of 
Chriſt, But if once thou canſt reſolve, with unſhaken 


Preſence of Mind, to break looſe from the Bondage of | 


Fearfulneſs, and thus to evidence thy Faith, by taking 

on thee the Reproach of Chriſt, then others waxing 

confident by thy Sufferings, will be the more embolden'd ta 
peak without Fear, | 


But we muſt not expoſe ourſelves: We muſt not | 


« ſuſfer ourſelves to be made Fools of by others.” 
We muſt not, I grant, do any thing which is fooliſh, 
7. e. contrary to God's Word. But it is the Devil's 


Suggeſtion, that we ſhould expoſe ourſelves by direct- 


ing our Actions preciſely according to it. Here it is, 
that St Paul's Caution will do us great Service. Let 
n Man aeceive himſelf. If any Man among you 
feemeth to be aviſe in this World, let him become a 
Faol, that he may be wiſe, Is it not a Shame, 
When the Lord of Glory was taken for a Madman, 
and one poſſeſſed by the Devil, for thee to be highly 
eſteemed of the World? By this thou giveſt Evidence 
againſt thyſelf, that thou doſt not belong to Chriſt ; 
that thou knoweſt not the Dignity of his Croſs ; and 
how then wilt thou be able to rejoice with him? It 
neither can nor. mu be otherwile, Thou * * 


e 
1 
3 
1 
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look' d upon 28 a Fool in the World, if thou wilt be 


a Diſciple of Chriſt. It will not fail thee an Hair's 
Breadth, High and Low, Teachers and Hearers, 
muſt alike be cenſured by the World, when once they 
earneſtly turn themſelves to God. For as ſoon as 


they ceaſe to be conform'd to the faſhionable Ways of 


the World, the World is immediately offended, and 
begins to ſcoff and rail, charging them with Fanati- 


ciſm, Singularity, Phariſaical Hypocriſy, and what 


not? loading them with a thouſand Lies and Calum- 


' nies, And he that is afraid of this Reproach from 
the World, muſt continue an Hypocrite as long as he 


lives. EE 
16. © Yet tho' we muſt not be conform'd to the 


© World, we muſt become all Things to all Men, as 


St Paul teſtifies of himſelf he did, that by all Means 
He might gain ſome.” St Paul gave ſufficient Proof 
of his being an undaunted Workman, to whom God 
had given not the Spirit of Fear, but the Spirit of 
Power ; but what haſt thou to ſhew for thyſelf ? World- 


ly-minded Men can become All to All too; but from 


another Principle, by other Means, and for quite ano- 
ther End. Canſt thou expreſs the bold Alacrity of 
St Paul, who was not afraid to withſtand St Pete, 
himſelf to the Face, when the Fear of Man had made 
him play the Hypocrite, / that others alſo were car- 


ried awvay by his Diſſimulation ? It is certainly a great 
Piece of Wiſdom, ſo to become Weak with the Weak, _ 


as not to loſe any thing of our own Strength; ſo to 
become All to All, as to ſtand free from all manner 
of Hypocriſy, Examine then thyſelf, whether the 


Serpent, with his Prudence, hath not perverted thy 


Mind from the Simplicity in Chriſt, There is no 
Cloak that more plauſibly covers the Fear of Man than 
this; therefore look to it, that above all Things thou 


diſpatch this Enemy, 


+ t 


Neither excuſe thy conforming to the World in rich 


Cloaths, Banquets, Dancing, Plays, and the like, by 
ſaying, © I take no Delight in theſe Trifles ; but I 


« ſubmit to them, that I may have the more Power 


ce gyer them that do.“ This is one of the Fruits 
"E C 8 of 
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of our modern Religion, rais'd on Maxims of State: 
Policy; but if we bring it to the Teſt, it is altogether 
inconſiſtent with the Truth, as it is in Jeſus. © But 
« you are for taking away the Abuſe of theſe Things, 
& and letting the Uſe remain.“ The true Children of 
God, who are crucified to the World, can't find the 
leaſt true Uſe in them. When they would avoid or 
Prevent any Evil? or do any Good, either to their 
own Souls, or their Neighbour, they have no need of 
the Devil's Rattles, but fly to their God, and com- 


mit their whole Cauſe to his Direction. They reſt 


themſelves, while they uſe only ſuch Meaſures as he 
directs, in full Confidence that he will do what is beſt : 
And they enjoy even the neceſſary Refeſhments of 
their Bodies for no other End, but to ſpend the Strength 
receiv'd thereby, in humble Acknowledgment and 
Child-like Thankfulneſs, and to renew the Vigour of 
their Soul and Body for the Service of their Neigh. 
bours. | | 3 
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Of the Means whereby we may be deliver'd from the 
Fear of Man. | 


5 HE Firſt and moſt neceſſary of all Means is, 
| a conſtant and earneſt Endeavour to free our- 
ſelves from the moſt dangerous Deceitfulneſs of our 
own Hearts. Nothing is a more fatal Hindrance of a 
Man's Salvation, than the falſe Conceit that he is al- 
ready a Chriſtian, and fo has no more Need of laying 
the Foundation of Repeatance, or of the firſt Conver- 
Hon to Gd. 1 Ko Es 
There is no Erfor which it is more difficult to re- 
move than this, eſpecially in a Miniſter ; who, ha- 
ving undertaken to ſhew others the Way to Heaven, 
preſuppoſes that he is himſelf therein. And becauſe 
he ſers but little Difference between himſelf and his 
| 3 Hearers, 


E 

Hearers, and knows nothing of a ſaving Change of 
Heart, he by Wholeſale takes them all for Chriftians ; 
and, like a blind Phariſee, reproves nothing but out- 
ward Vices. His own inward Part being not yet 


cleanſed, he cannot awaken others out of their Slum- 
ber, and bring them over from their falſe, imaginary 
Faith, to a true, living one, working by Love. And 


by Means of theſe unconverted Preachers, deſtitute of 
all experimental Knowledge of Spiritual Things, whole 
Pariſhes, Cities and Countries, are countenanced in their 
carnal Security,  * 

Now, when God is pleaſed to ſend forth faithful Wi it, 
neſſes of his Truth, to awaken Men out of their ſpi- 
ritual Slumber, then is the Devil moſt buſy to ſe- 
cond this Security with the Fear of Man ; one fearmg 
this, another that, ſo that both together choak the 


Truth of God in the Heart, The beſt Advice that can 
be given to a Man in this Caſe is, that he thoroughly 


ſearch into his own Condition, according to the Te- 
nour of the Word of God, that he may not be de- 
luded with vain Hopes. By this Means he may come 


to a full Aſſurance of the State of his Soul, and feel the 
Spirit of God witneſſing with his Spirit, that he is a 


> 


Child of God: But till he will thus ſearch into the Bot- 


tom of his Heart, he cannot be freed from this Fear, 


Nor will he be able to make a right Uſe of any Means 


at all that may be offer'd him : For without the Power 
of.the Holy Ghoft, which till then he cannot have, a 
Man will never get ſo far as to eye God only in all his 
Actions; and till he does this, it is impoſſible he ſhould, 
diſcharge his Duty without the Fear of Man. ( 
23. As the want of Self-denial is one of the chief 
Cauſes of the Fear of Man, it will be abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, in order to the ſubduing of it, to labour after a 
true ſelf-denying Frame of Spirit : For as long as we 
fear the Loſs of our Eaſe, or Gogds, or Honour, or 


Greatneſs in the World, ſo long we ſhall be loth, by. 


a cloſe following the Steps of our. Lord, to incur the 
Diſpleaſure of Men; till therefore a Man renounceth 
himſelf, he cannot be his Diſciple. But when once 
we eek no Honour, but what cometh from God, nor 
| 3 9 2 1 any 
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any Pleaſure, but that of doing his Will, we ſhalf 
find it eaſy to confeſs the Truth, with Undauntedneſs, 
both in Word and Deed. 

Let him then, who will come after Chriſt, deny him- 
felf, and take up his Croſs daily, and follow him.“ 
And he that begins to be a Proficient in this, will find 
the Fear of Man vaniſhing of itſelf : For why do we fear 
Men? For no other Reaſon, but becauſe we are afraid 
of the Croſs, And why do we fear the Creſs ? Becauſe 
we underſtand not the infinite Good that lies hid in it. 
_ Becauſe we apprehend not, that, fince the Fall, what- 

cher is really good, muſt ſpring up under the Cross. 
5 And that we may never be weary of bearing it, 
or Thane i in our Minds, we ſhould frequently and deep- 
ly meditate on the Vanity, and even Nothingneſs of 
this World, this idle Dream, this vanifhing Shadow ; 3 
on the Nothingneſs of Man himſelf, a Worm, a Va- 
pour, a Leaf driven by the Wind; even in his beſt 
Eſtate, walking in a vain Shea, an diſquieting him- 
felf in vain; on the glorious Majeſty of the Almighty 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, and the unſpeakable Joys 
that are at his Right hand for evermore; on the ſeveral 
Degrees of that Glory, which ſhall be proportion'd o 
our ſeveral Degrees of Obedience; and in particular, on 
the mighty Rewards annext to the Denial of — 

and chearful taking up our Croſs. 

4. The Servants of Chriſt find this alſo a fare 
Means to conquer, when they are aſſaulted by the 
Fear of Man, to enter immediately into deep Medita- 
tion on the bitter Paſſion of our Lord. This is the 
Antidote which St Peter preſcribes, Belowed, think it 
not ſtrange, concerning the ery Trial, which is to try 
every one of you ; but rejoice, del as ye are made 
Partakers of the Sufferings of Chriſt. Eph. iv. 12.— 
And ſo St Paul, Conſider him, that endured ſuch Contra 
diction of bier againſt himfelf. And again, We al- 
aways bear about in the Body the aying of the Lord Fe efus,. 
the the Life of Hime alſo night be made manifeff in we 
mortal Body, 

# This is the true apoſtolical Mind, which few ap- 
> "pan but thoſe who do apprehend and obtain * 
trea 


t 
neat in the ſame Steps, and declare chemſelves Ses 
vants of the Living God in true Chearfulneſs of Faith. 
They are not afraid of the Terror of Men, but ſanctiſy 
the Lord God in their Hearts: Having determined. o 
know and regard nothing but FJ Jus " Chrift, and im 
crucified. 

*-57 Add to this, The Conſideration of thoſe faith⸗ 
ful Champions of Chriſt, mentioned in the Scriptures, 
as well as other Hiſtories. This was the Way St Paul 
took to encourage them that were weak in Faith, 
in the 11th Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Hzbrexvs ; 
which being an excellent Abſtract of the whole Old 
Teſtament, ought to be more eſpecially ponder'd by 
us, and applied for the Support of our Faith, in all 
outward and inward Temptations. The Hiſtories like- 
wiſe of the primitive, as well as later Martyrs, were 
they more attentively confidered, would contribute much 
toward our attaining a true Boldneſs of Faith, ſo neceſ- 
ſary for our Chriſtian Warfare, 

But chiefly (I repeat it again) Look ye unto Feſus, 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith. Conſider. him, 
or (as the Greek Word properly ſignifies) make a Com- 
pariſon, between what Chriſt hath ſuffered, and what 
ye ſuffer. Conſider what Proportion there is between 
the Two; for ſure it is, if you will be his Followers, 

you muſt be ever determined and prepared to reſiſt ever 
unto Blood,  ftriving againſt Sin, 

This it was that ſo powerfully inſpir'd St Paul to 
expoſe himſelf to all manner of Sufferings. For the 
Mark he always had in his Eye was, To know Chri/?, 
and the Power of his Reſurrection, and the Felloau- 
ſhip of his Sufferings, being made conformable - unto his 
| Death. And St Peter, from the ſame Ground, faith, 
IF. avhen pe do, well, and ſuffer fer it, ye take it pa- 
tiently, this is acceptable evith God. For even hereun- 
to abere ye called; becauſe Chrift alſo ſuffered for us, 
Feaving us an Example, that wwe fhould follpw his 
Step. Chriſt himſelf alſo giveth us the ſame In- 
firuſtions : * Remember the Word which 1 ſaid unto you, 
The Servant is not greater than his Lord. I they have 
3 me, they will "to per ſecure you's * > rs 
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Ff any Man would in good Earneſt be rid of the Fear 


of Man, let him eye continually the Example and 


Image of Chriſt; and know aſſuredly, he cannot be hap- 


pier than when he cometh up to the neareſt Conformi- 
ty with his ſuffering, crucified: Lord. If his Love be 
ſincere, it will kindle in his Heart an ardent Defire to- 
be made like unto Him: And this Deſire will diſpel all 
the Fear of Man; becauſe it makes the Croſs, which is 
ſo bitter to the Fleſh, delightful to the Spirit; ſo that it 
can no more hinder his drinking gladly the Cup which 
his Father hath given him. 4 = 
Nay, St Paul aſſures us, that a Man not only over- 
comes thereby, but that he is more than Conqueror; in- 
timating, that by this Victory he gains an inconceivable 
Advantage over all the Sufferings that can befal him 


for the Goſpel's ſake. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the 


Love of God ? Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Per- 
ſecutions, or Famine, or Nakeaneſs,” or Peril, or Sword: 
Nay, in all theſe Things aue are more than Conquerors. 
Nor does he ſtop here, but expreſſes the undaunted 
Chearfulneſs of his Heart yet more emphatically ; 7 
am prrſuaded that neither Life, nor Death, nor An- 
gels, nor Principalities, nor Things preſent, or Things 
to come, nor Heighth, or Depth, nor any other Creature, 
/hall be able to ſeparate us from the Love of God. 
Let us, dear Brethren, in like manner, preſs on in 
Spirit into the living and powerful Fellowſhip of Jeſus 
Chriſt; ſo that we may /ive no more, but he may 


| live in us; and the Life which we now hve in the 


Fieſb, wwe may live by the Faith of the Son of God, 
avho loved us, and gave himſelf for us. Thus all 
Fear will ſoon vaniſh out of our Heart, and the joy- 


ful Spirit of Chriſt will fill up the Room it had there, 


and make us grow in Strength, comfort and encou- 
rage us in all our Combats, and afford us a continual 
Train of Victories. e Port = 
6. Let us then apply ourſelves to God in earneſt: 


— 


Prayer, that he would be pleaſed to vouchafe us this 
Spirit, even the Spirit of Power, and of Love, and 
of a found Mind. This is not of. us, but the free 
Gift of God; which Gift he is moſt ready to impart. 
5 e to 
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to thoſe who heartily pray for it. Let us then ask, 

that we may receive; and more eſpecially at "Bu 
Times, when we are called to a& any Thing that re- 
quires ſome exerting of the Power of Faith, let us have 
a Care to do nothing according to our own Faney, but, 
in the firſt Place, lay it open before God in Prayer, 
and then ſet upon it, arm'd with the wht Armour 
of God. 

E ö — Jeſus Chriſt is He that „„ 
tainly deliver us from all Fear of Man; fo none can 
teach us better than he himſelf, by what Means we muſt. 
fight againſt it. And this he bak carefully done, eſpe- 

cially in the latter Part of his State of Humiliation, lea- 

ving his Diſciples, in his Farewel Diſcourſe to them, (St 
John xiii, xiv, xv, XVi, xvii. Chapters) a moſt effectual 
Medicine againſt it. Now the chief Point inſiſted on 
herein is, his Promiſe of ſending the Holy Ghoſt to his 


| Diſciples; whom alſo he calls the Comforter, 2 


he drives away all Fear of Man out of the Heart, f 
ling and overflowing the ſame (which bare Reaſon 
not do) with a Stream of Life and Power. 

Therefore, let him that would be a 3 of 
Chriſt in Truth, read and conſider this with due 
Application; and then with full Aſſurance accept f 

and rely upon this his Promiſe ; and with filial Free- 
dom and Confidence pray to-Chriſt to make it good 
unto him. And verily, if we do bear Reproach for 
his Name's ſake, he Spirit of Glory, and of God reft- 
eth upon” us. And ſince. Chriſt himſelf is fo. near to. 
them who ſuffer for his ſake, that thereby they. be- 
come Habitations of God, upon which the Glory of 
God reſteth, yea, which. are filled with the Spirit of 

Glory and of God; ſhould we not, when tempted to 
fear Man, be- ſtrongly moved thereby, to reſiſt the 
Temptation with all our Might, and ſtedfaſtly to be- 
lieve that the Power of God will be perfected in our 
Weakneſs? And what a Comfort is it, that the Spi- 
Tit himſelf Helpeth our Ifir mitirs? Vea, and mater 
Interceſſion. for us rwith Groans that cannot be uttered ? 
That is, moſt;powerfully, and in a Manner altogether. 
3 by human Reaſon: He being our cone 
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tinual Advocate in Heaven, and in the Council of the 
Holy Trinity, bequeathed to us by Chrift, as long 
as we continue Orphans in this World. Nay, Chrift 
himſelf, who is at the Right Hand of God, ever maketh 
Interceſſion for us. O that we were thoroughly ſenſible 
of the Joy and Readineſs lodged in the Heart of God, 
to ſupport all thoſe who, ſeeking all their Help from 
him alone, rely wholly on his paternal Goodneſs! How 
eaſily then ſhould we get rid of the Fear of Man, 
and even bluſt' for Shame, that we had ever been di- 
verted by it from any good Undertaking! g 
8. But all theſe Means will nothing avail, if we 
conſult in any Thing with Fleſh and Blood, or with 
other fearful Men. As ever therefore we deſire to be 
made free, we muſt either wholly forſake theſe Per- 
ſons, and avoid all Converſation with them, or at 
| leaft, uſe it fo far as abſolute Neceſſity requires, with 
the utmoſt" Caution and Circumſpection. Many have 
undertaken a good Thing in readineſs of Faith, but 
while they did not ſet about it immediately, without 
conferring with Fleſh and Blood, but firſt asked the 
Advice of this and another Friend, they gave over the 
Defign, and ſtifled the Gift of God that was in them. 
Indeed it is not to be expreſs'd how many uſeful De- 
ſigns are by this Means hindred and laid afide.' Doubt- 
lefs, we ought not to rely too much on our own: Pru- 
dence, or to flight the Advice of experienced Men; but 
we muſt beware too of the other Extreme, of being 
. toſs'd about with every Wind of Doctrine. For it is 
a good Thing that the Heart be eſtabliſhed ; which 
Stability is obtained by Faith, but is eafily loſt again 
by the fearful Talk of thoſe that have little Faith. | 
9. On the contrary, let us confer with the Holy 
Apoſtles, and obſerve the unuſual Earneſtneſs 'where- 
with they labour to free every one, that nameth the 
Name of Chriſt, from the Fear of Man. Would 
you know with what Weapons they arm'd themſelves 
againſt it, as good Soldiers of Feſus Chriſt? Why they 
took unto them the whole Armour e, God, and ſo avere 
able to withſtand in the evil Day. And thus may you 
Din the Victory, Which you will never — to 
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obtain by human Weapons, ſuch as Wit and Learn- 
ing. | 
10. Indeed, not only the Writings of the Apoſtles ; 
not only all holy Writ, from the Beginning thereof 
to the End; but Heaven and Earth, yea, and all the 
Creatures of God, would aſsiſt us, would we confider 
them with a believing Heart. Doth not our Saviour, 
to reproach our idle Fear, ſend us even to the Spar- 
rows for better Information? Are not two Sparrows 
fold for a Farthing; and one of them ſhall not fall to 
the Ground without your Father ? Nay, he directs us 
to the very Hairs of our Head, ſaying, But the very 
| Hairs of your Head are all numbered. Elſewhere, he 
takes the Graſs of the Field to witneſs againſt our little 
Faith : And all this to expoſe our horrible Unbelief, 
and to repreſent to us in a clear Light, that a Man by 
Faith becomes the moſt glorious, and by Unbelief the 
moſt baſe and miſerable of all Creatures. | 7 
11. Stand faſt therefore, as becomes thoſe to whom 
are made all thoſe glorious Declarations 3 Ye are a cho- 
ſen Generation, a Royal Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a 
feenliar People; which plainly alludes to Exodus xix. 34. 
where we find theſe emphatick Expreſsions of- God, — 
Ze have ſeen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how 
1 bare you on Eagles Wings, and brought you to myſelf. 
Now therefore, if ye will obey my Voice indeed, and 
keep my Covenant, then ye Hall be a peculiar Treaſure 
unto me above all People. For all the Earth is mine: 
ind ye fall be a Kingdom of Prieſts and an holy Na- 
Now, not only 1/-ae/ after the Fleſh, but all the 
People of God, have a Right to lay Claim to, and con- 
fort themſelves with all theſe his glorious Promiſes. 
And to what Purpoſe did he make them? Was it not 
to aſſure all his Servants, that none, how powerful ſo- 
ever, ſhould be able to hurt them, as long as they con- 
tinued faithful in his Covenant? Nor is it poſsible for 
the whole World to hurt one that entirely relies on his 
Promiſes. For he who truſts in God, doth by this 
Faith ſo unite himſelf to the Power of the living God, 
that thereby he becomes much ſtronger than the whole 
World, whether viſible, or inviſible, | 85 


8 . T7 
This precious Promiſe of God, concerning the Royal 
Prieſthood of his Saints, was confirmed and ſealed by - 
the Death and Blood of the Son of God. TFe/us Christ 
the faithful Witneſs, the fir ſi begotten from the Dead, 
and the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, hath loved us, 
and waſhed us from our Sins in his own Blood, and hath 
made us Kings and Prieſts unto God and his Father, Let 
every Chriſtian then demonſtrate himſelf to be one of 
theſe Royal Prieſts, by breaking thro' all Difficulties, 
into a true Chearfulneſs of Faith, which is willing to 
give to all, without reſpect of Perſons; by fighting 
manfully the Battles of the Lord, and preſsing on for 
the Prize of his high Calling. Eg Ke, 

Let every one that hath by Baptiſm begun to re- 
nounce the Devil and all his Works, entirely dedicate 
himfelf to the Service of the Lord of Hoſts: Let him 
deeply conſider, with how high and holy a Majeſty, 
with how . great a Monarch (æobo indecd is the only. 
Potentate) he hath entruſted his Soul and Body; and no 
more fear them which kill the Body, but are not able 
to Aid the Soul. Let him think with himſelf, how ſecure 
he is under the Protection of ſo great a King. He 
dwwelleth in the Secret of the. Moſt High; he abideth in 
the Shadow of the Almighty. But let him alſo duly. 
conſider, that he is not to ſight this Combat by his 
own. Strength; but that the Captain of the Lord's 
Hoſts, delivering his own Sword to him, will arm him 
with his own Power, and ſay unto him, as he did un- 
to Toſpua,, I will. never leave thee, nor forſake ther. 
Have not I commanded thee? Be ſtrong, and of good. 
Courage; be not afraid; neither be thou diſmay'd: For 
the Lord thy God is with thee, avhitherſaever thou 

veſt 1 CN | . 
| f In fine, renew thyſelf daily in the Spirit of thy 
M.ind, and draw Life and Nouriſhment from the Word 
of God. Stir up thyſelf in Prayer, and ſtrengthen 
thyſelf with the Company of other faithful Chriſtians: 
Since, auhere two or three are gathered together in his 
Name, there is Chriſt in the Miaſt of them. Thou 
oughteſt to /fir up the Gift of God, the Child- 
kke, chearful Spirit always, and without Intermiſsion, 

| | | even 
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even as a Fire, by conſtant blowing, is kept up to a 
Flame. Preſs toward higher Degrees - of Faith, by 
pondering the Promiſes of God, and continually exer- 
ciſing thy Love to thy Neighbour, with all Singleneſs 
of Heart, to the uttermoſt of thy Power, wherever 
God giveth thee Opportunity. For nothing conduces 
more to the Increaic of Faith, than a conti..ual Exer- 
ciſe of it. 

And if a Man know himſelf to be naturally baſhful 
and fearful, let him with the greater Earneſtneſs aſ- 
ſault this Enemy, and labour to keep a Conſcience void 
of Offence, left his natural Fearfulneſs grow upon 
him. Let him have a Care, in the Beginning, not to 
make himſelf the Slave of other Men, eſpecially of them 
that are in high Places; but behave himſelf always as a 
faithful Servant of God, in all Diſcretion and Humi- 
lity. Or, if be have at firſt fallen ſhort, let him the 
more now encourage himſelf in God, to obey him 
henceforth rather than Man; not ſuffering himſelf 
to be any more ſhaken, either by Force or Subtilty. 
He ought to lift up his Head in the Power of Chriſt, 
tho? under the hardeſt Combat, and greateſt Poverty 
of Spirit; and te make the Glory of God his whole 
and fole End, in all he does, or leaves undone. Bleſ- 
fed is he that thus ſtandeth his Ground in all Combats 
and Aſſaults; he ſhall go from Faith to Faith, from 
Strength to Strength, and finally overcome and in- 
herit all Things with Chrift. 
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Of Chriftian Diſcretion, 


s Fleſh and Blood is commonly inclined ei- 
ther to exceed or fall ſnort in Matters of Du- 
ty; ſo it is eaſy, while we avoid the Fear of Man, to 


run into Preſumption, Raihnels, and Inconſiderateneſs, 
| ee 5 * 


1 | 
Therefore it is neceſſary that we be continually on our 
Guard, that ſo our Boldneſs may be ever tempered by 
Wiſdom; that Wiſdom I mean which cometh from 
above, and is called by St Luke, The Wiſdom of the 
Juſt. And fo St Paul ſtiles it, the Spirit of a 
ſound Mind: God hath not given us the Spirit of 
Fear; but of Power and of Love, and of a ſound Mind. 
For indeed one Spirit works all this in Man; and thro 
him again in others; making him not only diſcharge 
his Duty with undaunted Courage, and giving him a pure 
Deſire to promote nothing but the Glory of God, and 
the Good of his Neighbour, but enabling him alſo, in 
all his Doings and Sufferings, to behave with Divine 
Prudence and Wiſdom, And , any lach this Wiſdom, 
let him ay of God, and it fhall be given him. It 
ſhall ſurely be given him, who continually keeps a 
watchfal Eye over his own Spirit; who is ever 
humbling himſelf in the Sight of God; and, like a 
helpleſs Infant, praying to God for Diſcretion and Un- 
derſtanding, and taking the Word of God for his con- 
ſtant Counſellor, | | 1 | 
| 2. Where this-Foundation is laid, we need not fear 
any Hurt from the Boldneſs of Faith. And tho?” perhaps, 
for want of Experience, it may not always be exerted 
in due Time and Place, yet are we to take heed, as 
ſoon as we are ſenſible of it, not to be too much dejected 
for this Imperfection; but to praiſe God, who there- 
fore ſhews us our Failings, that we may mend them, and 
who will himſelf ſupply what is yet behind. And when 
ever we obſerve ſuch Faittngs in others, we ought to be 
particularly cautious how we judge them. For God 
will not judge according to our, but according to his 
own Mind; and out of the Mouths of Babes and Sucks 
lings he hath often perfected Praiſe. | 
But hereby we do not in the leaft refle& upon any 
one, who, from a long Experience in the Ways of the 
Lord, doth, in the Spirit of Love, mind his Brother of 
the Failings which have overtaken him in any of 
his Actions. By this he doth not ſtifle any Good that 
is in him, but rather prunes the good Tree from its ſu- 
perfluous, irregular Shoots, taking Care of, and ha- 
| PR ©" "wn 


E 


ing an Eye over it, that it may bring forth its Fruit in 
due Seaſon. 

3. And that we may be aſſured of ſo doing, we muſt, 
before all Things, conſider, that as there is no true 
Faith, without Repentance; ſo neither can there be any 
true Boldneſs of F aith, unleſs a Man exerciſe himſelf 
dally in it. For the Undauntedneſs of Faith, is no ſuch 
groundleſs Raſhneſs, as is found in a wild Soldier : But 
it is the Fear of God, which, having taken Poſſeſſion of 
the Heart, expels the Fear of Man ; and where the Spirit 
of Man is truly humbled, and broken under the mighty 
Hand of God, there the Spirit of God dwells and exerts 
itſelf ſo gloriouſſy, that there is no Room for the Fleſh 
to boaſt. Let no Man deceive himſelf. There is no true 
Faith, without Holineſs of Heart and Life. Whatever 
18 ſeparate from this, cannot laſt long, be the Appearance 
of it ever ſo glorious. 

4. Again, the true Boldneſs of F. aith is known, by 
its continually working by Love. By Faith a Man is 
made a Lord over all; but by Love a Servant of all. 
By Faith he is a King ; but by Love, a ſpiritual Prieſt, 
miniſtring, not lording, in Chriſt's Sanctuary. Now 
when a Man doth not abide in Love, but is ſway'd by 
Anger, Hatred, or the like, and perhaps breaking out 
in Scoffing, Railing, or Bitterneſs, he muſt not pretend 


to Boldneſs of Faith: And tho? he may have had ſome 


Degree of it before, it is now corrupted and loſt. There- 
fore in this Caſe, a Man ought firſt to humble himſelf 
before God, and .when he 1s fincerely renewed in the 
Spirit of his Mind, then to preſs on again in the Work 
of Faith, the Patience of Hope,. and the Len of 
| Love. p 
* Ta keep i up this Boldneſs, we ind continue in | 
Prayer, and in Child-like Communion wigh God ; for 
by this, the Mind is beſt guarded from vain Excurſions,” 
and inſpired. with Meekneſs towards all Men. And 
| Whoever, by humble, fervent, and conſtant Prayer, la- 
bours after a ſtricter Union with God, will not only be 
_ fottified againſt all Precipitancy and Haſtineſs of Spirit, 


but allo againſt tempting Cod; of which Men of lde 


F mh are nr careful to caution him. 
_ — | 6. Neither 
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6. Neither doth. this Boldneſs of Faith at all inter- 


Fere with the Obedience which Inferiors of every kind 


owe their reſpective Superiors; only remembring, that 
we are never to pay any one fo unlimited, blindfold an 


Obedience, as to prefer the Authority of Man before the 


clear Cominand of God. 


This Caution is highly neceſſary ; there being but 


too many who think they act entirely in Faith, when: 
indeed they are only following their own Fancy, with- 
out any Warrant from the Word of God. And this. 
Diſtemper is the more dangerous, the leſs Remedy can. 
be applied to cure it. For thoſe that ba in the 
Light of the Fire of their own kindling,” if they are ad- 
viſed to true Humility, Diſcretion, and Obedience, are 
apt to ſuſpect that it proceeds from a Defign of. lording 
over their Conſciences ; and that all the Advice given 


them, is no better than the Fruit of Unbelief, and the ; 


Fear of Man. They think themſelves happy that they 
do not adhere to Men, without taking Notice how deep 
they are enflaved to themſelves. But he is truly wiſe. 
who humbles himſelf. more and. more, and is always 
ready to ſubmit to all Men. For where Humility is, 
the Enemy finds no room for his moſt dangerous Tomy: 
tations, 

7, Let us then continually join the Exerciſe of daily, 
' \ Repentance, the Denial of ourſelves and of our. own. 
Wills, of true Humility, Obedience, Submiſſion, Prayer, 
of the Meekneſs and Patience of Chriſt, of hearty Love 
for our Brethren, and Compaſſion for their Failings, and. 
all other Virtues that flow from the Wiſdom which. 
cometh from above. Let us, I fay, join and knit all 
theſe together with the chearful Exerciſe of Faith and. 
Truſt in God, Let us excite one another,. with com- 


fortable Words, to caſt off all Fear of Man. Whereſo-- 5 


ever God hath wrought a good Will, let us take heed: 
of dampting it in any of the leaſt Members of Chriſt ;. 

but let us Cheriſh it by.the Word of the Goſpel, and, by 
the Rules of true Chriſtian Diſcretion, keep it within, 
bun Mari as Wy bring! it to a fuller and more ſub- 
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Of the Good aubich ariſeth from the Boliueſi of Faith,._. 


conquering the Fear of Man. 


1. Tx Eleventh Chapter to the Hebrews lays aw: 
ample Foundation for Reflections on the glo- 


rious Effects of Faith, and on that Power of God which 


hath at All Times ſo exerted itſelf in True Believers : 
But here it will be neceſſary to bid you take heed of. 
making God Changeable, by ſaying with the unbelieving 
World, This indeed has been done formerly, but now 
Miracles are ceaſed.” For by. this falſe Maxim, ſug- 
geſted from the Bottomleſs Pit, the higheſt Diſhonour 


is thrown upon the living God, All his Promiſes are 


made void, All the Examples he hath ſet before our 


Eyes are abſolutely uſeleſs and impertinent; yea, and All: 


his Calls and Allurements to an Active Faith, are ren- 
dered null and infignificant, And whereas, in truth, we. 


have none to blame but ourſelves, - for not treading in 


the ſame Footſteps of Faith, in which the Saints of old. 


walked; and conſequently, for not ſeeing the Glory of 
God as they did, we hereby caft all the Blame upon: 


God, and defire a Difference of Times; whereas the Dif- 


Perſons, ä | | 

For tho? it cannot be. ſaid, that every Believer now 
muſt do the very ſame Works that were done by Abra-- 
ham or Moſes, yet ought every one, to © follcw the. 
Faith of theſe holy Men, and to exert the ſame with: 
full Power and Energy, in that State and. Condition 
wherein God hath placed him, and in thoſe Circum- 
ſtances that daily offer; and in ſo doing he may be fully 


aſſured, that he (as well as they) ſhall ſee the Glory of 


Ged. And with ſuch a Heart and Mind are the.Scrip- 
tures to be read, and the Examples and glorious Effects 


of Faith to be conſidered, that ſo we may receive 


Strength and Holy Boldneſs, more nearly to unite our- 
ſelves with God, and to enjoy his infinite Love and; 
Taichfunes in a more am ple and abundant Manner, 


— 


2. Now: 


% 


i 
ference, in reality, lies not. in the Times, but in the- + 
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2. Now becauſe Faith, tho' it be ſo high and pre- 
cious a Gift of God, is not commonly eſteem'd ac- 
cording to its Dignity, it is the more needful to obſerve, 
what the Scripture throughout teacheth, that -all the 
Good which was ever wrought in the World by Man, 
was done by Faith; whereby Men are fo united to God, 
that“ Al Things are palſible to them. Wherefore it 
is highly neceſſary, with all Plainneſs and Earneſtneſs, 
to repreſent, not only to the World, but to the Children 

of God too, that Faith is ſomething far more glorious | 
than Reaſon can conceive or expreſs; for till a Man is 
ſenſible of this, he is utterly-unable to comprehend what 
an ineftimable Treaſure it brings with it. But when 
once he comes to know that it is the Subſtance, UTd;&0ic, 
the Ground and Bottom of Things hoped for, whereon, 
* +» as an immoveable Foundation, all the Inconceivable 
| Goods we hope for, do reſt; and an #*eyxo;, or con- 
vincing Evidence and Teſtimony of the Spirit, which 
aſſures us beyond all Doubt of Things not ſeen: I fay, 
where Faith is thus known and felt in a Man's Heart, 
then he ſees the Advantage of that Faith which over- 
- cometh All Fear of Man, and is of ſo large a Compaſs, 
as to contain All, and more than All we can aſk or 
. For then he diſcovers, that it is Faith which delivers 
2 Man from all Evil of Soul or Body; and on the other 
hand, puts him in Poſſeſſion of Sovereign Bliſs, and fills 
him with the Fulneſs of God; yea, and that whenever 

- (either in the Old or New Teſtament) he would perform 
any thing Great and Glorious, he hath always em- 
ploy'd thoſe whom Faith had ſet free from the laviſh 

Fear of Man. A fingle Man, ſetting aſide the Fear of 

Fleſh and Blood, and going forth in the Name of the 
Living God, hath frequently ſaved a whole Nation. 
And what was more remarkable in-the Apoſtles, at their 
beginning to preach the Goſpel, than their great Bold - 
neſs; at which the High Prieſt,” Scribes and Elders ſtood 
amazed ? And for this Reaſon they are ſet before us as 
Examples; teaching, by the Victory of their Faith, to 
confeſs Chrift before all Men without Fear, and bear 
his Croſs, that we 755 


e of his Glory, _. 
4 en A * L l 
— 3 | 1 ; 8 « "0 | | 


LESS „ = 1 3 
— 222 W 
e 

: — 


8 
In ET 


2 8 8 22 
bs Ef 2-5 "Us. 
= * 
A 
e 


4 


: 
1 
: 
5 
4 
= 
A * 
* 
8; 
"T5 
+ 
xp} | 
1 * 
. 
; 
©; * 
> 
* 
K. 
L = 
I 


* 


